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' Court Upholds Ban 
On Travel Abroad 
In Security Cases 

By Fred Baibash I 

Washington Post Staff Writer , 

The Supreme Court yesterday gave 
the government broad discretion to 
deny travel abroad to citizens it be- 
lieves threaten national security or 
American foreign policy. 

By a 7-to-2 vote, the cpurt upheld 
revocation of the passport of former j 
CIA agent Philip Agee for traveling 
around the world exposing purported ' 

CIA agents. Agee’s open campaign to 
, destroy the CIA threatened ^e lives 
of ^vemment officials abroad and 
“seriously deunaged” national security, 
the court said. 

Agee’s words crossed the line sep- 
arating constitutionally protected fr^ . 
speech from action, which is not pro- ^ 
tected, the court ruled. 

The authority to draw that line for 
passport purposes — to decide when I 
spee^ bkomes action harmful to 
UB. policy — rests exclusively with 
the secretary of state, Chief Justice 
Warren E. Burger wrote for the court 
The citizen has no right to a hearing 
beforehand, the court said. 

“The fre^om” to travel abroad af- 
forded by a passport “is subordinate i 
to nadonal seoirity and foreign policy | 
consideraticms,” Burger sakL “No gov- i 
emmental interest is more competing 
than the security of the nadem.’’ 

“History eloquently attests that 
grave problems of national security 
and foreign policy are by no means 
limited to timee of formally declared 
war," he wrote. 

It was the third time in a year and 
a half that the court has submdinated 
claims of individual liberty to national 
I security or defense considerations. 

Last week, the justices said Congress’ 
national defense powers ' overrode 
I men’s objections to the exclusion of , 
women from the draft In February, 

1980, the court said free speech guar- * 
antees did not apply to government 
employes entrust^ with sensitive or 
clarified informadotL That case in- 
volved former CIA .agent Frank 



Snepp, who, like Agee, broke a secrery 
oath. 

Dissenters William J. Brennan Jr. 
Md Thurgood Marshall said the 
“reach” of the discredit allowed in 
the Agee case by the court was “po- 
tentially staggering.” ' 

“It is important to remember,” 
Brenpan and Marshall said in dissent 
“that this decision applies not only to 
Philip Agee ... but to other cit- 
izens who may merely disagree with 
government foreign policy and express 
their views.” 

In West Germany, Agee said he 
would cotitinue to expose clandestine 
_ |U.S. activides abroad despite the Su- 
preme Court’s acdoa 
Agee, 47, told Reuter in a telephone 
interview from his Hamburg home; “I 
have had no passport for the last year 
and a half and the revocation wUl 
have no effect on my work or resi- 
See COURT, A4, Col. 3 
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